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Dear Families,
In my first full half term here at The Parker, it gives me great pleasure to share with you some of the highlights
from the first seven weeks. In my relatively short time here, I have been proud of our staff’s commitment to
raising standards and bettering outcomes for each and every student in our academy. We are continuing to
develop our everyday classroom practices as there is an unwavering commitment to teaching and learning to
enable students to do their very best.
Our students make me very proud too. The vast majority of our Year 7 students have started life at The Parker
incredibly smoothly – well done. The Daventry Sixth Form has over 150 students which is excellent to see! Year 8
have, on the whole, made the transition into the next phase of their education and are meeting the challenges that
face them with their learning. Year 9 have begun their GCSE subjects positively – well done. Year 10 have made that
smooth transition to the next stages of their GCSE learning which has been great to see. A special mention must
be made to Year 11 students who have started the year extremely well as they are resolute on achieving great
GCSEs in 2019. With their up and coming pre-public exams (mocks), their determined focused and resilience will be
required.
In the first half term, we held various evenings for families – ‘Meet the Tutor’ for new Year 7 families, ‘Supporting
Success’ for some Year 11 and a very successful Open Evening for new starters in 2019. The next few pages give a
flavour of some of the events and learning that has taken place; I hope you find this useful and in subsequent
editions, there is much more to share and read about our academy community.

Mr Bhavin Tailor
Interim Headteacher
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A very busy Open Evening!
Our recent Open Evening was an incredible success with
almost 200 families coming through the doors to see what
we offer here at The Parker. Subsequently, some families
visited us during the academy day to see learning happening
‘live’ whilst dropping into some lessons.
Thank you to all the Student Envoys in particular who did an
incredible job in showcasing the academy and accompanying
all the families!

Mrs Dawn Latham
Head of Progress:
Years 6/7
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Year 7 students explore the
streets and sites of Daventry!
On the 10th and 11th of October, the Humanities Faculty took Year 7 students for a
fieldwork experience around the local area. The students completed four elements
during this fieldwork trip. Using their geographical and map skills, students walked from
site to site and amassed over 7 miles of walking throughout the day! Students visited the
Daventry Museum and, thanks to the volunteers, they learnt about the local history. A
visit to Holy Cross Church gave students an insight into some of the religious artefacts
and ceremonies, whilst understanding the role of the local church. A walk to Danetre
Hospital enabled students to understand the history of the site and its impact on the local
community today.
The overwhelming majority of the students conducted themselves in a manner to make
us all proud, with many receiving positive comments from the staff at the sites we visited.
One student described the visit as, “The best school day I have ever had!”
A huge thanks is owed to the staff who made the day possible, and to the students for
engaging so well with it. Some of the photographs from the day…

Mr Sebastian
Burrows

Head of Faculty:
Humanities
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Duke of Edinburgh's Gold
Expedition to Cumbria!
On the 5th of October, a group of Sixth Form
students departed for their Assessed Gold Venture,
the pinnacle of DofE Expedition challenges. After a
six hour journey to Cumbria, the students were met
by their Assessor, Brian Spencer, MBE, who
interrogated them on their route, equipment,
knowledge and readiness for the challenge ahead.
For a group of students with limited experience
and only our own training and practice expedition
under their belts, they performed well under On day one, students walked up a valley known
pressure.
as Gasgales Gill; day two saw the tired group set
off an hour late and make slow progress down
the shore of Derwentwater into Borrowdale.
Brian arrived soon after to find a wet, cold and
dishevelled group of students trying to sort out
their kit as the rain continued outside. Some
encouragement and a pep talk got the team back
in the flow and they slept well.
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Duke of Edinburgh's Gold
Expedition to Cumbria!
Day three was a trek up over Honister Pass and into
Buttermere, which the team completed brilliantly. Arriving
exactly on schedule, the Assessor was impressed with their
timekeeping. Day four saw students complete the
expedition in Ennerdale ahead of schedule.
In the debrief, Brian drew evaluative comments from the
students about what they had found easy, hard and very
hard. He allowed them to reflect on where they had grown
as people, in character and resilience.
This team travelled so far from signing up in
spring to completing in autumn, which is a
remarkable achievement. They have spent eight
days under tents, in weather ranging from
heatwave to howling wind and rain. They have
walked more than eighty miles, with heavy
expedition packs! More than all of that they
have learned to be more rounded and
Mrs Steve Flanagan
responsible characters who would be beneficial
Teacher of Geography / PE & DoE’s
to any organisation – well done to them all.

Award Manager
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GCSE Food Technology students are
put through their cooking strides!
To prepare GCSE students for their final exam, Year 11
students undertook a trial practical exam to put them
through their paces and anticipate what to expect in the real
deal. In order to achieve the highest marks, students have to
show a comprehensive range of techniques and work
independently with speed and precision. Importantly, food
safety is a focal point throughout the preparation and
cooking of the chosen dishes.
This was akin to the first round of ‘The Great British Bake Off’
ready for the final very soon! All students worked extremely
hard to meet this goal – well done.

Mrs Sital Patel

Acting Head of Faculty: Art,
Design & Technology

The Rotary’s food
competition details
will be released next
term; all year groups
can enter. This will
take place at The
Parker. Watch this
space!
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Year 11’s Footballers
Emphatically Win!
On the 11th October 2018, the Year 11 football team
were playing Blessed George Napier school from
Banbury in the first round of the English Schools’
Cup. The team started brightly taking the lead
after only 10 minutes thanks to a goal from Jack
Hancock. The away side began to come into the
game when Taylor Noel doubled the lead with a
quick counter attack.

Mr Ben Jones
Associate
Assistant
Headteacher

With pressure mounting from The Parker team
and errors and frustration from the opposition,
Izac Bidwell’s superb free kick rounded off a
great team performance. With the final score at
4-0, the team now looks forward to the second
round match in November. Well done!
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An aspiring rugby
professional!
The Parker’s student, Katie Cawthorne, is currently playing for Old
Northamptonian’s U15s team and is due to attend the East Midlands
trials in February 2019. In doing so, Katie recently met Soane
Tonga'uiha (ex Northampton Saints player) at a rugby camp where
he selected Katie to participate in some individual training where he
could specifically focus on her skills; he had spotted excellent
potential in her.
Tonga’uiha previously went to watch Katie play a rugby game
against Towcester. During this game, Katie scored a break free try a real way to impress! After watching Katie play, he got in contact
with Katie’s mother and asked if she would be able to attend a
promotional photoshoot regarding his rugby camp and academy
for girls. This was then circulated to all of the rugby clubs in the
East Midlands.
A great story to share and well done to Katie!

Mrs Ellie Baker

Teacher of PE / Business
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Sixth Form students’ ‘Strictly
Come Dancing!’
It is always impressive to know about our students’ passions
and pastimes which go above and beyond the learning in
school. Very recently, Year 12 student, Georgia Owen, and Year
13 student, Courtney Anne Thomas, were selected to dance at
the ‘National UKA Premier Medallist Competition’ in Blackpool –
the home of ballroom dancing!
Both students’ hard work and efforts paid dividends as they
progressed through a number of rounds in their respective
disciplines. Georgia finished 4th in one of the categories - an
outstanding achievement overall; well done!
We know that there are other
students
who
dance
competitively (or play sport,
play an instrument, perform
...), or as a pastime. If that is
you, please let you tutors
know so we can showcase
your successes too!

Mr Pat Mackie

Associate Assistant
Headteacher
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Parker teachers at the
receiving end of great awards!
On Friday the 12th of October, Geography teachers Elly Allen
and Sebastian Burrows attended an awards evening from the
University of Warwick’s Centre for Teaching Education.
In the last academic year, Mrs Allen had been a trainee
Geography teacher at The Parker with Mr Burrows as her
mentor. Mrs Allen was to one of four teachers (from 200
nominations) to be short-listed for the prestigious ‘Ann Barnes
Award for Contribution to Education’ as a secondary education
trainee. This was a phenomenal achievement and we are very
fortunate to have Mrs Allen as a full-time Geography teacher
here at The Parker as of September this year.
To round off the evening, Mr Burrows won the award for
‘Recognition for Excellence in Mentoring’, out of all of the
secondary mentors to work with the University of Warwick. A
truly remarkable achievement – well done from all our us!

Mrs Emma Reed
Assistant
Headteacher
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Safety Matters…
Thanks to some information from Northamptonshire Police and Northamptonshire Fire
and Rescue Service, please find some important safety messages on topics ranging from
fireworks to considerations around trick or treating, crucial for this time in the year.
Please can I request that you go through these safety messages with your children and,
together with the academy, we can ensure everyone’s safety is not compromised during
Halloween and Bonfire Night. For further information, please visit the various pages on
social media.

Mrs Jo
Sharkey

Deputy
Headteacher

Term dates

Parent Forum: Wednesday 21st November 2018 in the Randolph Building – 17.30-19.00
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