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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

This booklet will introduce the Options Programme to you, as parents/carers and 

provide information on the courses available for study at GCSE.  Students currently 

in Year 8 will be following a three-year GCSE programme.  Over the next few weeks, 

they will be making some very important decisions about the subjects which they will 

study. 

 

We have revised the courses on offer to reflect the national changes to GCSEs and, 

as a result, we are also offering some new courses this year.  Over the next twelve 

months the revised syllabuses for examination in 2018 are being released and our 

three-year programme allows for the development of the skills required.  

 

Your child will receive detailed presentations in their Options Assemblies on the 

courses available to them.  This booklet provides them, and you, with a summary of 

the information given in the assemblies. 

 

It is important that you discuss the options that are available to your child and 

support them to make an informed choice.  Decisions need to be made carefully, 

listening closely to the advice of teachers. 

 

If following the Options Evening on Thursday 27th April, you have any questions 

regarding the options process, please contact me at: b.jones@theparker.org.uk  

 

Best wishes 

 

 

Ben Jones 

Head of Progress Y8 

  

mailto:b.jones@theparker.org.uk
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Courses, Levels of Study & Types of Qualifications  
 
The curriculum at The Parker Academy contains statutory subjects, which meet the 
requirements of the compulsory National Curriculum. All students study the following 
subjects at a Level appropriate to their ability. 
 

 English Language 

 English Literature 

 ICT 

 Mathematics 

 Science – Core + Additional 

 PE – non-examined 

 PRE or Religious Studies 
 
Selecting your courses: 
 
Included in this booklet is a “sample” selection form for students to discuss with 
teachers, tutors, named subject staff and your parents/carers.  
 
Students will have attended a comprehensive assembly program about each subject 
prior to receiving this booklet.  
 
Information for Students about selecting your combination of subjects:  

 Consider the variety of subjects on offer and how these will allow you to progress 
to Sixth Form, college or an apprenticeship.  

 Top universities prefer applicants to have GCSEs in Geography or History and 
French or German. 

 
Choose subjects that play to: 
 
Your Personal strengths 

 Your skills, strengths, motivating factors and preferred methods of working. 
 
Your Ability 

 Your current performance Level in the Academy and appropriate Level of course 
to ensure success. 

 
Your Progression Route 

 Do you know what career path you want to take? Choose the subject 
qualifications you will need for the future.  If not, choose subjects that allow you to 
keep your options open. 

 

Important Dates  
 
Students will receive an Options Selection Form at the Options Evening on 
Thursday 27th April, at 4pm. 
 
Options selection forms should be returned to the box in the Main Reception by 3rd 
May, 2017. 
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What happens after I hand in my personalised selection form?  
Once you have made your choices we will use them to produce timetables for next 
year. It may not be possible to run some courses if only small numbers of students 
opt for them. Should this be the case with a subject you have chosen, we will contact 
you to discuss the alternatives that we can offer.  If we have any courses that are 
over-subscribed places will be awarded on an aptitude or proven ability basis. 
 

Subject Information  
 
Information for core subjects is given first, followed by option subjects.  You have an 

option to select four subject choices, one from each option block. 
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GCSE English Language 
What does English Language offer 
you? 
We can’t escape the impact that language 
has on our world and how much we use it. 
Everything we do and enjoy relies on 
language: the books we read; television we 
watch; friends we talk to and pastimes we 
do. These along with everything else rely on 
language to be enjoyed. 

 
 

Exam Board: AQA Assessment Information 
Exam: 100% 
Paper 1: Creative reading and writing:  
candidates analyse literary fiction and do 
their own creative writing. Written exam: 1 
hour 45 minutes; 80 marks; 50% of the 
GCSE 
Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and 

perspectives: candidates analyse non‐fiction 
and produce persuasive writing of their own. 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes; 80 marks; 
50% of the GCSE. 

 

 

This course will:‐ 

 
 Develop your creativity 

 Show you how language works and how 
we communicate 

 Improve analytical and investigative skills 

Course content and activities 
Students apply and develop skills across 
units including: 

 Learning to read texts actively and 
critically 

 Employing close reading skills to retrieve 
information 

 Making inferences and giving informed 
comments on language in use 

 Producing texts that are fit for purpose 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
A good grade in GCSE English language is 
essential to give you access to the sixth 
form, college places, higher education and 
most career choices. Universities will expect 
a pass in GCSE English in order to take part 
in courses. In addition a GCSE in English 
language will open routes into English 
language at A Level and also many careers 
such as journalism, teaching, law and 
advertising. 

 
 

  



 

9 
 

GCSE English Literature  
What does English Literature offer 
you? 
English Literature is an engaging and varied 
subject that gives you the opportunity to 
study a broad range of texts. You have the 
chance to learn how texts have changed 
over time and how the art of English 
Literature has developed. The course runs 
side by side with English Language and the 
two subjects complement each other well, 
giving you two GCSE qualifications.  
 

Exam Board: AQA Assessment Information 
Exam: 100% 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century 
novel Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
(closed book) 64 marks – 40% of the GCSE 
for Literature 
Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry Written 
exam: 2 hours 15 minutes (closed book) 96 
marks – 60% of GCSE  

 

This course will:‐ 
 

 Encourage wider reading 

 Develop investigative skills into the 
meaning of texts 

 Improve analytical and interpretative 
techniques 

Course content and activities 
Students apply and develop skills across 
units including: 

 Learning to read literary texts actively 
and critically 

 Learning to research and apply historical 
and contextual background 

 Thematic study of texts 

 Exploring different cultures 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
A good grade in GCSE English literature 
counts significantly towards your future 
opportunities and it will give you access to A 
Level English Literature and will provide you 
a solid foundation for other analytical 
subjects. At A Level the subject is highly 
regarded by universities and employers. 
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GCSE Mathematics 
What does Mathematics offer you? 
From everyday uses such as time and 
money, through to the design of the buildings 

you live and work in, roller‐coasters, 
televisions and computer games, 
Mathematics is everywhere and none of 
these things would be possible without it.   
Being numerate is one of the most important 
skills that you can have and develop. 
Employees with poor numeracy skills are 
generally amongst the worst paid in the 
country. 

 

 

Exam Board: Edexcel Assessment Information 
Exam: 100% 
The GCSE Maths course is examined by 
three equally‐weighted exam papers. 
They are each 1 hour 30 minutes long. The 

first of these is non‐calculator, while the 
remaining two papers are calculator papers. 

 
 

 

Course content and activities 
Throughout the course you will learn about 
six different areas of Mathematics: 

 Number 

 Algebra 

 Ratio, Proportion & Rates of Change 

 Geometry and Measures 

 Probability 

 Statistics 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
A good grade in GCSE Mathematics is 
important for any career. Entry into the Sixth 
Form and nearly all colleges – will have a 
minimum requirement in Mathematics. All 
Universities will expect to see a good GCSE 
Mathematics grade for any course, as will 
the vast majority of employers. Success at 
GCSE could lead to A‐Levels in Mathematics 
or Further Mathematics.   
Possible Careers:  Engineering, Forensic or 
Research Scientists, Medicine, Architect, 
Astronaut, Finance, Accountancy, Computer 
Games designer, Special Effects Director 
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GCSE Science  
What does Science offer you? 
 Combined Science will provide you with 

2 GCSEs when you complete Year 11. 

 A good qualification in Combined 
Science will enable you to pursue your 
studies of individual sciences at A-Level, 
University and in Apprenticeships. 

 Combined Science will provide you with 
a solid foundation for understanding the 
world, industry and scientific 
developments. 

 

 

Exam Board:  AQA Assessment Information 
For each of the individual Sciences you will 
sit two written exam papers of 1 hour 15 
mins long, therefore sitting six papers in 
total. 
Questions will be in a variety of formats but 
include multiple choice, closed and open 
questions and extended writing questions. 
All exams will assess scientific mathematical 
skills. 

 
 

This course would suit you if: 
 You are inquisitive about the world. 

 You like experimental science. 

 You can work independently to discover 
how the world works. 

 You are able to explore and apply your 
knowledge to real world situations. 

 You would like to work in the field of 
science, healthcare or engineering when 
you leave school. 

Course content and activities 
Biology content includes the study of the 
human body, a variety of organisms, 
bioenergetics, evolution and ecology.  
Chemistry content includes the study of 
organic and inorganic chemistry, 
atmospheric chemistry and chemical 
reactions.  Chemistry in industry and 
manufacturing is also studied. 
Physics content includes the study of 
nuclear physics, electricity, energy sources. 
 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
Post-16 A-levels - Biology, Chemistry, and 
Physics, Psychology.  All Science Degrees 
require at least two Science A levels. College 
courses provide qualifications for technical 
support roles in industry.  

 Technicians  

 Engineers 

 Healthcare Professionals 

 Scientists  
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GCSE Art & Design 
Why choose Art & Design? 

The course is a general Art and Design 

GCSE.   You have to show a range of 

different materials and techniques in your 

portfolios. You will have the opportunity to 

develop your talents in many of the 

disciplines within the area of Art and Design 

including drawing, painting, printing, creative 

textiles, three-dimensional studies, sculpture 

and photography.  

 

Exam Board: AQA Assessment information 
Component 1: Portfolio (60% of GCSE) 

It must include a sustained project 

evidencing the journey from initial 

engagement to the realisation of intentions 

and a selection of further work undertaken. 

Component 2: Externally set assignment 

(40% of GCSE) 

Students respond to their chosen starting 

point from an externally set assignment 

paper, evidencing coverage of all four 

assessment objectives. 

 

 

This course would suit you if: 

You want to move onto A-Level Product 

Design/Art & Design or engage in related 

vocational courses in Further Education such 

as Art & Design Level 3.   

Students can also seek employment or 

vocational related qualifications. 

Course content and activities 

A fully comprehensive art course spanning 2-

D and 3-D elements with photographic/digital 

elements.  From the basics through to more 

advance thinking.  Project based learning 

covers assemblage, photomontage, self-

portraits, clay heads, organic forms, 

mechanical structures, landscapes and 

more.  

 

Careers and future opportunities 

 Progression from GCSE to A Level Art 

and Design, followed by a Foundation 

Course in Art & Design. 

 BA (Hons) Degrees; Specialist areas 

including: Fine Art, Fashion and Textiles, 

Illustration, Jewellery, Graphics, Interior 

Design, Film, Photography, Animation, 

Sculpture, Printmaking, Architecture. 

 Careers: Professional Artist, Teacher/ 

Lecturer, Film Maker, Product Designer, 

Architect, Photographer, Fashion 

Designer.  
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GCSE Business Studies 
Why choose Business Studies? 
AQA Business Studies covers all business 
related topics in interesting and engaging 
lessons.  We provide students with a 
practical knowledge of real businesses and 
the internal and external constraints 
businesses deal with. 

 
 

Exam Board: AQA Assessment Information 
2 Exam papers: 50% each  
Paper 1: Influences of Operations and HRM 
on Business Activity  
Paper 2: Influences of Marketing and 
Finance on Business Activity. 

 
 

This course would suit you if: 
 You are interested in the world around 

you and topical business news. 

 You are interested in people and how 
they behave. 

 You enjoy researching and project based 
work.  

Course contents and activities 
GCSE Business Studies is a three-year 
course. This will cover six key topic areas to 
develop students understanding of the 
Business activity. These include, Business in 
the real world, Influences on Business, 
Business Operations, Human Resources, 
Marketing and Finance. 
 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
Business Studies helps to prepare students 
for further study at A Level.  Business 
Studies is welcomed by employers and, with 
further training, it could help secure 
employment in many Business-related 
disciplines such as Marketing, Production, 
Finance, Human Resource Management, 
Public Relations amongst others. Business 
Studies is a subject that will prepare all 
students for working life, with an insight into 
how businesses are set up and run. 
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GCSE Children’s Development  
Why choose Child Development? 
 Develop the knowledge and practical 

skills required to create a child-friendly 
environment in which a child will thrive. 

 Understand reproduction, pregnancy, 
birth and the roles and responsibilities of 
parenthood. 

 Learn how children’s equipment and 
nutritional needs are met. 

 Understand how play affects the 
development of individual children. 

 
 

Exam Board: OCR Cambridge Assessment Information 
Unit RO18 (50%) –Written exam 1 hr 15 
mins OCR set and marked. 
Unit RO19 (25%) – Centre assessed task 
approx. 7 – 10 hrs. 
Unit RO20 (25%) – Centre assessed task 
approx. 7 -10 hrs involving a child study. 

 
 

 

This course would suit you if: 
 You have a genuine interest in caring for 

children and wish to find out more about 
how you can support their development. 

 You are a responsible and independent 
learner who can work to deadlines. 

 You are patient and caring, and have a 
good sense of humour. 

 You can maintain a professional 
presence whilst in a childcare setting. 

Course content and activities 
The course is made up of three mandatory 
units: 
 

 RO18 Health and well-being for child 
development 

 RO19 Understand the equipment and 
nutritional needs of children from birth to 
five years 

 RO20 Understand the development 
norms of a child from birth to five years. 

 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
The course prepares students for further 
qualifications in Child Care, Health and 
Social Care, Psychology, Sociology and 
Biology.  It also provides the foundation 
skills, knowledge and understanding to 
prepare them for future careers with 
children such as Nursery and Primary 
Teaching, Early Years Teaching and 
Management, Paediatric Nursing and 
Midwifery. 
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GCSE Computer Science 
Why choose Computer Science? 
Computer Science and Technology is the 
fastest growing industry affecting 
businesses, leisure, and all other areas of 
our daily lives, both today and for the 
foreseeable future. 

 

 

Exam Board: OCR Assessment Information 
There are three components, of which two 
are examined and one is a programming 
project. The examined units are 1 hour 30 
minutes in length and no calculators are 
allowed. Each of these units is worth 40% of 
the overall qualification and the programming 
project is worth 20% overall 
  

 

This course would suit you if: 
 You relish a creative challenge and enjoy 

designing websites, graphic images, 
apps and you understand the need for 
excellent HCI’s. 

 You are curious about how things work. 

 You are an analytical, critical and logical 
thinker. 

 You are able to analyse problems in 
computational terms through practical 
experience of solving problems, including 
designing, writing and debugging 
programs. 

 You enjoy applying mathematical skills. 

Course content and activities 
Unit 1 - Computer systems which consists of 
systems architecture, memory, storage, 
wired and wireless networks, network 
topologies, protocols and layers, system 
security and ethical, legal, cultural and 
environmental concerns. There is particular 
emphasis on “people” as the weak point in 
systems with the study of phishing, malware, 
and firewalls. 
Unit 2 - Based on Computational thinking, 
algorithms and programming and consists of 
programming techniques, producing robust 
programs, computational logic, translators 
and data representation. 
Unit 3 - Programming project which tests 
your understanding of programming 
techniques, as well as your ability to write a 
complex program with annotation and 
reports on all the phases of System 
development. 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
 The study of Computer Science could 

open up opportunities to study at 
University or college. 

 Open up the possibilities of a college 
course to study Computer Science 
further. 

 An apprenticeship with a software house, 
jobs such as Web Designer, App Writer, 
Software Developer, Video Editor, 
Animator and Graphic Artist are jobs that 
require some Computer Science 
specialism but this list is not exhaustive. 
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GCSE Drama 
Why choose Drama 
 You want to develop your cultural 

awareness of the world in which we live. 

 You want to show future employers and 
education providers that you are able to 
work in teams to achieve goals, as well as 
approach tasks with creativity; thinking 
outside of the box.  

 You are looking to develop your skills to 
study drama at A-Level and beyond to 
Degree Level. 

 

 

Exam Board: TBC Assessment Information 
Assessed through a combination of a 40% 
written exam and 60% Non-Examined 
Assessment (NEA). 
Students to study one complete and 
substantial performance text and two key 
extracts from a second contrasting 
performance text. The texts must be studied 
to gain a practical understanding of drama. 
Students to participate in a minimum of two 
performances, one devised and one from a 
performance text which has been studied as 
part of the course. 

 

 

This course would suit you if: 
 You enjoy acting. 

 You like reading plays. 

 You enjoy going to watch theatre. 

 You are outgoing and an effective team 
player. 

 You like creating pieces of performance to 
communicate meaning to the audience. 

 You take part in drama activities outside of 
school and want to improve your skills. 

Course content and activities 
Component 1: Devising 
Create a devised piece from stimulus, 
performance the piece, analyse and evaluate 
the process and performance. 
Component 2: Performance from Text 
Students will perform in two key extracts 
from a performance text in front of an 
examiner.  

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice 
Study one complete performance text and 
write as a director and performer in exam 
Live theatre evaluation. 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
Employers like employees to be ‘well 
rounded’; drama will help to shape you as a 
person who has many layers.  GCSE Drama 
can lead on to work in creative industries 
through study at A-Level and beyond.  Jobs, 
such as actor, are obvious but also careers 
as theatrical electricians, set designers and 
also teaching or youth work are possibilities.  
Likewise, drama skills are transferrable to 
other jobs as drama students are creative 
thinkers; people’s people; team players, 
leaders and managers. 
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Fashion & Textiles Technical Awards  
Why choose Fashion and Textiles? 

This Technical Award is designed to equip 

learners with the practical skills in Fashion & 

Textiles they need to progress to further 

general or vocational study. They’ll develop a 

broad understanding of the sector so they 

can make informed decisions about their 

career opportunities. 
 

  

Exam Board: AQA

 

Assessment Information 

Learners have the chance to carry out a 

number of bite-sized projects to demonstrate 

their competency in the core skills outlined in 

the specification. They’ll record their work in 

a portfolio: 

Unit 1: Skills demonstration 30%. 

Unit 2: Extended making project 30% 

Unit 3: External assessment (written exam 

40%) 

 

This course would suit you if: 

This qualification is intended for learners 
ages 14-16 who are interested in 
understanding the working materials of 
textiles. This course will particularly appeal to 
students, who are creative, enjoy designing 
and making products using materials. There 
will be opportunities for students to develop 
drawing skills. Students will be encouraged 
to use CAD/ CAM in their work. To further 
prepare them for employment within related 
industries. 

Course content and activities 

 Develop a broad knowledge of 
materials, components and technologies 
develop practical skills 

 Design and make products that 
demonstrate creativity and originality 

 Develop decision-making skills through 
both independent, team and 
collaborative work 

 Develop the knowledge and 
understanding to evaluate and refine 
their own skills whilst making 

 Develop an awareness of commercial 
practices and employment opportunities. 

 

Careers and future opportunities 

A qualification in Fashion and Textiles could 

lead to many different careers such as buyer, 

merchandiser, stylist, technologist, designer, 

textiles scientist, research & developer for 

medical, engineering and smart technology, PR 

and fashion marketer. 
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GCSE Geography  
Why choose Geography? 
The Geography course is a dynamic subject, 
examining some of the major issues facing 
society today. This includes an insight into 
how the natural world is formed, awareness 
of the environmental problems facing the 
planet and the decisions made by people. It 
combines extremely well with other 
humanities subjects and can be studied with 
either sciences or arts subjects. Geography 
gives students an insight into the world 
around them and helps to develop broad 

minded and well‐rounded students. 
 

 

Exam Board: AQA Assessment Information 
Exam: 100% 
There are three written exams. 
Unit 1 & 2 (35% each) - include a mix of 
short, source supported and extended 
questions. 
Geographical skills are assessed throughout 
but also in a separate section on fieldwork. 
Unit 3 (30%) - is a synoptic paper which also 
includes a decision making exercise.  

 

This course would suit you if: 
 You are inquisitive and have an interest 

in the world around you. 

 You enjoy discussing contemporary. 

 Geographical issues like climate change. 

 Migration or the UK’s ageing population. 

 You are a good communicator. 

 You are hardworking. 

Course content and activities 
Paper 1: Our Natural World – Global 
hazards, Changing climate, Distinctive 
landscapes and Ecosystems. 
Paper 2: People and Society – Urban 
futures, Dynamic Development, Resource 
reliance and the UK in the 21st Century. 
Paper 3: Geographical Exploration – 
synoptic exam from topics covered in Unit 1 
and 2. The second section is a decision 
making exercise. 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
Geography is a popular subject at GCSE and 
helps prepare students for further study at A- 
Level and beyond. Universities and 
employers welcome this subject as a 
valuable qualification because of the range 
and variety of skills that a student develops 
over the two years. It offers a large number 
of career opportunities that include travel and 
tourism, surveying, planning, accountancy, 
energy, sustainability and geographical 
information systems.  
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GCSE History 
Why choose History? 
The GCSE will engage students with a broad 
and diverse study of the history of Britain and 
the wider world and give them skills that will 
support progression to further study of 
history and a wide range of other subjects.  
 
History helps students understand and 
interpret the past and examine aspects of 
significance, continuity and change over 
time. 

 
 

Exam Board: Edexcel (9-1) Assessment Information 
The course is assessed in the form of 
terminal examinations. There is no longer 
coursework or controlled assessment.  
There are three exam papers: 
Paper 1 – British Thematic study with 
historic environment- 30%. (1hr 15mins) 
Paper 2 - Period study and British depth 
study- 40%. (1hr 45mins) 
Paper 3 - Modern depth study- 30%. (1hr 
20mins) 

 

 

This course would suit you if: 
You are academically minded and enjoy 
wider reading, research, interpreting and 
evaluating evidence and reaching 
conclusions. 
The GCSE History course will also suit you if 
you enjoy gaining knowledge and 
understanding of a range of interesting and 
challenging topics and debating different 
opinions and interpretations about the past 
and relating them to events in the present. 

Course content and activities 
There are 4 topics that are covered: 
Topic 1 - Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-
39.  
Topic 2 - Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060-88. 
Topic 3 - The American West, c1835-c1895. 
Topic 4 - Crime and Punishment in Britain, 
c1000-present with a Thematic Study on 
“Whitechapel”, c1870-c1900. 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
 
The History GCSE is a popular subject to 
study at GCSE, A-Level and Degree Level 
for the following careers in:  
Law; Accountancy; Marketing; Journalism; 
Research (for films, documentaries, books); 
Teaching; Politics. 
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Award in Hospitality and Catering  
Why choose hospitality and catering?  

The course has been designed to support 

learners who want to learn the vocational 

sector. Employment in hospitality and 

catering can range from waiting staff, 

receptionists and catering assistants to 

chefs, hotel and bar manager and food 

technologists in food manufacturing.   

 

Exam Board: WJEC Assessment Information 

Two mandatory units: 

Unit 1: The hospitality and Catering Industry 

Online assessment 90miniutes, 90 marks 

Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in Action 

There are three stages, Task setting, Task 

taking and Task marking based on exam 

prescribed tasks. Learners apply their 

learning to safely prepare, cook and present 

nutritional dishes.  
 

 

This course would suit you if: 

 Enjoy all aspects of cooker, such as 
pastry, meat handling and preparation of 
raw ingredients. 

 Developing new flavours 

 You want to learn presentation 
techniques. 

Course content and activities 
Learners will learn about different types of 
providers within the hospitality and catering 
industry, the legislation that needs to be 
adhered to and the personal safety of all 
those involved in the business, whether staff 
or customers.  You will learn about the 
operation of hospitality and catering 
establishments and the factors affecting their 
success 

 

Careers and future opportunities 

Completion of this course would prepare 
students for further study, such as a high-
quality food-related technician, A-Level, or 
apprenticeships in the catering or food 
industries.  Students could move onto 
Product Design A-Level or engage in related 
vocational courses in Further Education such 
as BTEC Hospitality Level 3, Professional 
Chef Diploma Level 2, or Advanced 
Professional Catering Level 3. Students can 
also seek employment or Modern 
Apprenticeships. 
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Materials Technology Technical Award 
Why choose Materials Technology? 
14-16 year olds who want to study materials 
in a practical way and understand the 
working properties of woods, metals and 
polymers will really enjoy this course. It will 
enable learners to work in a hands-on way to 
develop the core skills to make high-quality 
products using woods, metals and polymers. 

 
 

Exam Board: AQA Assessment Information 
 
Learners have the chance to carry out a 
number of bite-sized projects to 
demonstrating 12 core skills outlined in the 
specification.  
 
Unit 1: Skills demonstration 30%. 
Unit 2: Extended making project 30% 
Unit 3: External assessment (written exam 
40%) 
 

This qualification is intended for learners 
aged 14-16 years old who are interested in 
understanding the working properties of 
woods, metals and polymers (plastics) and 
wish to use these materials in a practical 
way. It will particularly appeal to learners 
who are looking for a course that is practical 
in nature and will prepare them for further 
study and employment within related 
industries. 
 

 

 

Course content and activities 
 Using hand tools 

 Forming and bending or laminating  

 Casting and moulding 

 Non- permanent joining techniques 

 Permanent joining techniques 

 Machining and the use of power tools 

 Quantity production  

 Computer aided design/ manufacture 

 Using finishing techniques 

 Quality control and maintaining accuracy  

 Team work 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
Completion of this course would enable 
students to move onto A-Level Product 
Design or engage in related vocational 
courses in Further Education, employment or 
Modern Apprenticeships. 

 Architecture  

 Civil Mechanical production engineering 

 Designer (Product, Furniture, Interior) 

 Industrial design 
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GCSE Media Studies  
Why choose Media Studies? 
Whether you want to be informed, 
entertained or sold to, it is nearly impossible 
to avoid the power and the influence of the 
media. Media Studies is therefore an 
important, as well as interesting, course. 
GCSE Media Studies is an exciting course 
where you will develop an appreciation and 
critical understanding of the media and its 
role in daily life. You will investigate how 
adverts, films and other media products are 
constructed and will learn how to analyse 
media texts, using key concepts and media 
terminology. 

 

 

Exam Board: WJEC Assessment Information 
Please note: This course is currently 
awaiting confirmation of the new 
specification for examination Summer 
2018. 

 
 

This course would suit you if: 
You enjoy watching, listening to and actively 
consuming a range of media texts, including 
film, music, gaming, magazines, advertising 
and marketing. You will also be interested in 
designing and creating a range of media 
texts of your own. It helps enormously if you 
have both analytical and creative skills. 

Course contents and activities 
During this course, you will be expected to 
develop and demonstrate practical and 
creative skills where you will plan create and 
evaluate your own media productions.  
Although some practical work, the majority of 
marks are for written analysis. You will 
ideally need access to the internet and IT 
facilities, and you will need to have a 
memory stick/card to store research and 
production work. 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
GCSE Media Studies can be useful for a 
range of courses/careers including: 
journalism, marketing, advertising, business, 
teaching, public relations, Sociology, film 
making and production. 
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GCSE French / German   
Why choose French/German? 
 You will add an international dimension 

to your GCSE subjects. 

 You will learn about the countries where 
the language is spoken and benefit from 
a cultural and linguistic perspective when 
you visit yourself. 

 Universities will choose you over other 
candidates who do not have a GCSE in a 
modern foreign language. 

 You will create greater opportunities for 
yourself to work abroad or for companies 
in the UK with international links.  

 Many employers look for people who 
speak a foreign language and could 
potentially pay you more money! 

 

 

Exam Board: Edexcel Assessment Information 
 
Foundation Tier – Grades 5 to 1 
Listening – 35min exam –25% of total GCSE 
Speaking – 10min exam–25% of total GCSE 
Reading – 60min exam–25% of total GCSE 
Writing – 60min exam–25%of total GCSE 
 
Higher Tier – Grades 9 to 4 
Listening – 45min exam–25% of total GCSE 
Speaking – 12min exam–25% of total GCSE 
Reading – 75min exam–25% of total GCSE 
Writing – 75min exam –25%of total GCSE  

 

This course would suit you if: 
 You have already been learning the 

language for at least two years. 

 You enjoy learning new vocabulary. 

 You enjoy the intricacies of learning 
grammar. 

 You are determined to make the most of 
your opportunities and do lots of 
independent study. 

 You would like the opportunity to travel, 
work abroad and learn about new 
cultures. 

Course content and activities 
 
A wide range of topics will be studied in 
depth: 
Identity and culture. 
Local, national, international and global 
areas of interest. 
Current and future study and employment. 
 

 

  

Careers and future opportunities 
 Media and Marketing. 

 Technology & Computer Games. 

 Engineering. 

 Travel and Tourism. 

 The Intelligence Services.  
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GCSE Music 
Why choose Music? 
If you like to perform, create and listen, then 
Music is for you! If you want to take 
responsibility for your own learning yet at the 
same time work with others, then Music is for 
you! If you want to work towards a goal, 
develop self‐ confidence and enjoy problem 
solving then Music is for you!  
 

Exam Board: EDEXCEL Assessment Information 
Coursework – made up of: 
 
Performing: 30% 
 
Composing: 30% 
 
Exam: 
Appraising: 40% 
 

 

 

This course would suit you if: 
 You play an instrument or sing 

 You are creative 

 You relish a challenge 

 You want to work both individually and as 
part of a group 

 You are interested in composing music 

 You enjoy experimenting with new ideas 

 You enjoy listening to different musical 
styles and genres 

Course content and activities 
Performance: one solo and one ensemble 
performance lasting at least 4 minutes 
combined, recorded onto CD. 
 
Composition: two pieces of at least three 
minutes combined duration. 
 
Appraising: a written examination lasting 1hr 
45mins with questions on four diverse Areas 
of Study: Instrumental Music 1700‐1820, 
Vocal Music, Music for Stage and Screen 
and Fusions. 

  

Careers and future opportunities 
Music helps to develop personal skills 
essential for success in examinations, job 
interviews etc.  
It is essential for anyone wanting to be a 
performer, composer or Music teacher.  The 
skills and dedication required to achieve in 
Music are held in high regard by Universities, 
Colleges and future employers.  
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GCSE Sport Science  
Why choose Sport Science? 
 Continue to develop your skills in arrange 

of sports. 

 Gain the knowledge and understanding 
of the theory behind performance.  

 Strong practical ability is rewarded. 

 Have the ability to analyse a performance 
and find ways to improve it. 

 A good grade at GCSE will help you 
move on to any AS or Advanced GCE 
course and the careers listed below.  

 The opportunities are endless. 
 

 

 

Exam Board: AQA Assessment Information 
Coursework: 10% 
EXAM :60%  
2 x 75 MINUTES -written exams. 
PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT : 40% 
3 SPORTS: 1 TEAM, 1 INDIVIDUAL + 1 
OTHER (either team or individual) all will 
player/performer. (75 marks). 
COURSEWORK: Analysis of performance 
(25 marks).  

 

This course would suit you if: 
 You play a variety of sport regularly in 

and outside of school. 

 Want to develop skills, tactics and 
strategies. 

 Want to improve your knowledge of how 
the body works and the effects that 
exercise has on the body. 

 Thinking of a career in sport and might 
want to study A level PE. 

Course content and activities 
Theory consists of Anatomy, Psychology, 
training methods, movement analysis, health 
& fitness, social & cultural factors and data 
analysis. 
Practical consists of assessment in 3 
different sports. 
Consisting of 1) skills in isolation, 2) skills, 
tactics/strategies in competitive situations. 
Students will also be assessed on their 
ability to analyse their performance in 1 of 
their chosen sports 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
Careers and Future Opportunities 
Students who succeed at this subject often 
go on to study A-Level Physical Education 
and this can lead to arrange of career 
opportunities. 
Examples of sport related degrees and 
careers include: Sport and Exercise Science, 
Physiotherapy, Sport Technology, Sports 
Management, Sports Psychology, Army, 
Police, Teaching, Sports Marketing, 
Journalism and Leisure and Tourism and 
many more. 
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GCSE Triple Science  
Why choose Triple Science? 
 The opportunity to gain a GCSE in each 

of the individual Sciences, awarding you 
three GCSEs. 

 Triple Science opens up a direct pathway 
to allow you to study the sciences at A-
Level, University and via 
Apprenticeships. 

 Study Triple Science if you wish to 
achieve a greater depth of understanding 
of scientific processes and then apply 
your knowledge to a wider range of 
contexts than the Combined Science 
route offers.  

 

Exam Board:  AQA Assessment Information 
For each of the individual Sciences you will 
sit two written exam papers of 1hr 45 mins 
long, therefore sitting six papers in total. 
 
Questions will be in a variety of formats but 
include multiple choice, closed and open 
questions and extended writing questions. 
All exams will assess scientific mathematical 
skills. 

 
 

This course would suit you if: 
 You would like to spend more of your 

time in school studying the individual 
sciences. 

 You like experimental science. 

 You can work independently to discover 
how the world works. 

 You would like to work in the field of 
science, healthcare or engineering when 
you leave school. 

Course content and activities 
Biology content includes the study of the 
human body, a variety of organisms, 
bioenergetics, evolution and ecology.  
Chemistry content includes the study of 
organic and inorganic chemistry, 
atmospheric chemistry and chemical 
reactions.  Chemistry in industry and 
manufacturing is also studied. 
Physics content includes the study of 
nuclear physics, electricity, energy sources, 
and space physics. 

 

Careers and future opportunities 
Post-16 A-Levels - Biology, Chemistry, and 
Physics, Psychology.  All Science Degrees 
require at least two Science A Levels. 
College courses provide qualifications for 
technical support roles in industry 
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SAMPLE SELECTION FORM 

 

 

You need to select a first and second choice in each option block. 
 

Option A Option B Option C 

Computer 

Science 
 *Art – Fashion & Textiles  *Art & Design  

Geography  Business Studies  Children’s Development   

History  Geography  Drama  

Triple Science***  History  French**  

  Hospitality & Catering  German**  

  
Materials Technology 

Technical Award 
 Hospitality & Catering  

  Media  Media  

  Music  Sports Science  

 

*You may only choose one Art option from either B or C, not both. 

** If you want to study a language you must continue with the language that you are 

currently studying. 

***Please note  Triple Science is not open for selection to all students. 

   Students taking Triple Science have been pre-selected. 

To be signed by Parent/Carer of Student 

Signed   

Date  

 

Student Name:  

Tutor Group:  


